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FOR THE GUARDIAN, 
YOUTH AN IMPORTANT SEASON. 


The period of childhood and youth, in the life of man, is 
olten compared to that of spring in the seasons of the year. 
As in spring, the natural world seems to revive im aii its 
darts, as then new life is imparted, and new beauty spread 
er creation ; so in childhood and youth are seen blos- 
Sms, opening to the admiration of the beholder, which 
inspire hope and raise the most pleasing expectations. 

in the young mind, just beginning to expand, we are 
presented with a subject, the most interesting to contem- 
plate; we behold the mind in its embryo state; and it is 
with difficulty that we, at first, perceive what there is in 
he young child that gives it the superiority over the young 
ofthe brute creation. Certain it is, there is something in 
the child, which, though not as yet developed, will, in due 
season, be apparent, in evincing his superiority of rank, 
in the scale of being. , 

To the child, every thing in natare wears the charm of 
hovelty. Every object is new, aud from every scene, he 
crives impressiens, which are not easily obliterated. 


Elle young affections are so tender, a3 to be moved by 


‘uimportant objects. The sensibility of the mind is so 
‘licate, as to be easily wrought upon. The temper, open 
tid frank, meets every where with objects of its gratitude 
* love. The understanding, perceiving things without 
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experience to guide its decisions, is easily bewildered ay 
lost in the flights of a glowingimagination. The passio 
are not, as yet, deeply set, but may be easily moulded 
under the hand of culture, into almost any form. Thy 
the child comes forward in life, unconscious of the danger 
to which he is exposed, and wnprepared to resist th 
allurements of vice. In his artless simplicity, he yield 
assent to any ene, and commits himself to the direction f/m" 
those among whom he may chance to fall. He is ignore" 
ant of the cunning, and craft, and duplicity, which. ar 
practiced by wicked men: and as he listens to their con 
versation, and suffers himself to be drawn away to ming 
in their scenes, he little thinks of the contagion, whic 
he inhales, or of its deadly effects upon his moral sensi 
bility. Ido not mean, that the youthful mind is free fron 
moral impurity :— The moral feelings | in the young mind, s 
far as they are form 2d, are wrong, and are wholly inclined t 
vice; yet ‘all the powers of the mind are tender, and, 
this period, may be e easily biassed; even the moral feel 
ings may be restrained by virtuous motives, and all the 
natural powers engaged on the side of religion. 
If the preceding views be correct, it follows, that the 
period of childheed and youth is a one favourabs 
season icr the cu!tivation of piety of beart: accordingly! 
iS sO represented in the Bible Remensher thy Create he 
in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come now" 
nor the years draw uigh, when thou shalt say, I have sq’ 
plea sure in thea.” pa 
The young reader will consider, that he is now enjoy 
ing the most favourab'e period, and perbaps the only period 
fur the cultivation of piety of heart. Motives now have 
intiueuce with him, aud habits of serious thought, andre 
flection, aay be easily forwed. Ifhe spend this peti 
tn thouglitiess mith, he will lose his sensibil ity of mine 
and faila victim to habits of vice. To —— on tui 
young, the importance of early piety, | would urge the! 
lo cousider, how necessary it is to guard them agaits 
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vance ip life. As yet, they know but litile of ‘the alters % 
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tions of fear and hope, of sorrow and jov, of success alll 
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jich human life is made up. They do not realize, that 
» every blossom, and under every rose, which they at- 
emp! to pluck, there lies Re ce athorn. ‘The prin- 
ples of religion are necessary to correct their view s, and 
preduce their expectatiol isto the proper ‘evel of human 
sperience. Let thesespetpeiples be deeply engraven on 
eir minds, they will form in them a kind of preseryplive 
gainst vice, wait will serve to guide them in life. Early 
yety bas an important influence in the formation of con- 
tency and weight of character. In the cultivation of 
ety, they ac knowledge themselves the creatures of God, 
iom they are bound to love and serve; and they learn p 
osider this life, not as a scene of uninterrupted enjoy- 
nent, but as a scene of trial, in which, they are forming 
haracters for Eternity. 

Again, children and youth derive much ene iragemcnt 
» lead virtuous lives, from the many examples of early 
‘ @@piety contained in the Scriptures. It was in the early part 
iflife, that God manifested himself unto Moses, when he 
olgmras 2 ’shepherd in the desert, and called him to be the 
nameeader and deliverer of his people. Jt was in the morning 

flife, that he visited the child Samuel, while be minis- 
red in the temple ef the Lord—* in the days, when tite 
vord of the Lord was precious, and there was nO open 
sion. It was in the period of youth, that the S; irit of 
he Lord fell upon David, the youngest of his Father's 
ons, when regarded by ‘thein; aS a St ipling, and while 
keeping his Fathey’s sheep among the mountains of Beth- 
them. It was in the same period, that Solomon put up 
tis fervent and devout supplication, which proanee for 
him the favour of God, and in answer to which, @ the Lord 
aid,“ Behold I have done according unto thy words.” It 
Was at this period too, that Josiah prayed unto the Lord, in 
view of impending judgments, and received for answer— 
“Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst humble 
liyself before God, bebold I will gather thee to thy fathers, 
aud thou shalt be g gathered to thy grave in peace, neither 
flail thine eyes see all the evil, that I will bring upon this 
lace.” It was also at this period, that Timothy was 
aught to read the Scriptures and to reverence his Maker. 
And, it is recorded for thy encouragement, young Reader, 
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Memoir of Miriam Farner. 


that the Divine Saviour, during his persona) ministry og 
earth, condescended to notice litile children. They wer 
brought unto him that he should touch them, and as hj 
disciples rebuked those, who brought them, he said, “ sy 
fer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not 
for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
Again, what will be the effect with the young, if the 
' neglect to seek an interest in Christ now, should they li 
i} to be old? It is extremely improbable, they will be dis 
posed to attend to the subject in oldage! How gloom 
is the picture presented to our contemplation in ihe hoary 
ve headed sinner! He neither loves, nor fears God :—Hei 
ot sinking under bodily infirmity, trembling under a weigh 
_ of years, and Jamenting the loss of youthful pleasures, ani 
early anticipations. While he looks back upon life, he 
' trembles in recollection of abused privileges, and as he 
Jooks forward, he is filled with dread, and contemplates it 
af death the king of terrors. “ The sinner, though an hun 
dred years old, shall'die accursed.” Do we behold him omg 
the bed of death! The sensibilities of our nature are ex# it 
cited, and we pity him and tremble for him! Terrified o 
with apprehension, he is wringing his hands in despair 
And it may be we hear him, cry out, undone, undonef s 
Precious! Oh! how precious to him, would be the period 1 
( 
: 








i of childhood and youth !—but alas! to him it is gone, for 
sock! ever gone !—He groans—he gasps—he dies! My dea 
young Reader! view the beacon and be warned! Culti 
vate pious affections, learn to reverence and serve you 
Maker; then, may you hope (should you live to become 
old,) to be contented in old age, to die in peace, and to be 
blessed in the full enjoyment of God to all Eternity.” 
L. 5. 








MEMOIR OF MIRIAM WARNER. 


WHO DIED AT NORMAMPTON, 2IsT FEBRUARY, 1819, 1N THI 
llr YEAR OF HER AGE. 
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MirrAm Warner, was the daughter of Mr. Oliver Wat 
ner, of Northampton. Her parents are ignorant of any 
religious impressions having been made on her mind i 
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ry ou : 
4 pe beginning of life, although she was unusually sedate, 
as hiliand always peculiarly fond of reading her Bible. She 
“ suffmonstantly attended the Sabbath School, after it was estab- 
1 notched there, and her teachers thought that she made great 
woficiency. Since the commencement of the present re- 
ival of religion, she was peculiarly serious, and attentive, 
y livgmat all the meetings she attended; and her father was so 
e disgmstcongly persuaded that she had in truth beceme a little 
ommechristian, that he often enquired of her mother, whether 
oaryggit was not so. They had no assurance from her own lips, 
He igmthemselves; but she told one of her companions, that on a 
eigh@™parlicular day, some weeks before her sickness, that she 
andighad “ received comfort” (implying distress under previous 
>, h@mconvictions of sin,) “ that the whole day she had been 
; hatrembling all over; but when uttering these words, (in 
's ij praying after school) O Lord create within me a clean heart, 
1ung™ a voice seemed to whisper, a clean heart I will put within 
lom™ you ; and made her perfectly tranquil.” She used to go 
ex@™ into the woods near the school-house,* every noon, with 
ied one or two of her companions, where they prayed and 
ut yead together; and until the weather was too cold, they 
le staid until six at night employed in the same way. She 
iol manifested the deepest interest in the future welfare of her 
companions; as was exhibited on many occasions. For 
the last two weeks of her life, she was constant in her en- 
deavors to benefit all with whom she had eny influence, 
both by her conversation and letters; as her father ex- 
pressed it, she seemed to feel as if she must be in haste all 
the time ; there was so much for her to do. She dwelt ve- 
ry much upon the shortness and uncertainty of life; and 
the last time she was at school, she sung to her compane 
ions these words : | 


the 


And must this body die, 
This mortal frame decay ; 
And must these active limbs of mine, 
Lie mouldering in the clay. 


Lifting her hand, and turning it about, as she sung “ These 
active limbs of mine.” She died on Sabbath morning, 


. «a 


* She lived in 9 remote part of the town. 
, N 2 
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2ist of February last, of a putrid fever, after being conf. 
ned io her room four days. Her reason was much ip. 
paired soon after she became ill, and most of the time she 
was frantic. One morning, having had a very distressing 
season, she fell asleep, and after a little while awoke, quite 
self-possessed. She directly began a prayer; the introduc. 
tion was very solemn and impressive ; but is not distinctly 


recollected. After uttering these words, “O Lord teach § 


me to come before thee with deep humility,” her mind 
wandered. In a short time she had another interval of 
reason, which she employed in closing the prayer, with 
some sublime ascriptions of praise to the three persons in 
the Trinity. Her pain and distress were often extreme, 
and nothing would quiet her, except some striking Vefse of 
a bymna which her father would repeat. At one time par- 
ticularly, he was called ic secthe ler, when almost raving, 
fie urged her to be tranquil; but she insisted, that she 
could not endure the sufiering—he said God will take good 
care of you; she directly turaed to him, and replied “ will 


pe? 


he: 


« Peace all my angry passions then, 
Let each rebellious sigh, 

Be silent at his sovereign will, 
And every murmur die.” 


Once when a person of her acquaintance stood by the 
bed side, she looked very steadfastly in his face a few mo- 
raenst, and said with great emphasis, “sir, there is a throne 
of grace.” 

Copies of several ofher letters, to her young friends and 
companions, will be given without alteration,merely leaving 
out the introduction and the close. The size and form of 
her letters, add much to their simplicity, and prove clearly 
ihat they were written without thought or study. 


Extract of a letter, dated Dec. 16, 1818. 


You do not know hew the Lord is reviving his work, 
which I humbly trust and hope he will carry through a- 
monest us. 
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‘“ See the kind Angels at the gates, 
Inviting us to come ; 

There Jesus the forerunner waits, 
To welcome travellers home. 


There on a green and flowery mount, 
Our weary souls sball sit ; 

And with transporting joys recount 
The labours of our feet.” 


“Come let us accept the offers of mercy to day, while if 

is called to day, and not harden our hearis. Christ says 
witha kind and condescending voice, come now for ali 
things are ready, for there is joy in the presence of the An- 
gels of God over one sinner that repenteth. Come let us 
bow at the footstool of Jesus, and say, if we perish, we wiil 
ish there. Christ is angry with the wicked every day ; 
be careful then, my friend, to make your calling and elee- 
tion sure ; and press forward, lay hold on the prize of the 
lugh calling in Christ Jesus. Look on the hill of Calvary, 
and see the blessed Jesus dying, and bleeding for poor 
wretched sinners, who deserved eternal damnation, had 
not the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, saved us. Look at 
your Bible, and see what Christ has done for sinners who 
were on the brink of eternal destraction, ready to perish 
forever. I hope you will serve the Lord in this world, and 
the world to come, is the prayer of your unworthy 
riend,” &ec. 
To another friend, she writes, Jan. 20th.—* O my dear 
BL. are you prepared to die, and appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, and render up an account of your past 
ife? But if you do not repent of your sins, before it is for 
ever too late, you will lie down in the regions cf end!ess 
cespair. QO regard the warning voice of God before it is 
06 late to repent, and flee from the wiath to come. A- 
‘ake before the dreadful morning rise : 

















«“ That dreadful day will sureiy come, 
The appointed hour makes haste ; 

When you must stand before your Judge, 
And pass that solemn test.” 


Jan, 224, 1819.—* Never, dear L. did I address you 
‘ith such feelings asI nowdo. O my dear friend are you 
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engaged in religion? Do you think of your immortal soul, 
your precious soul? It is more precious than ten thousand 
worlds. Cau we be stupid while others are engaged! | 
can say with the Apostle, O wretched man that Iam, wh 
can deliver me from the body of this death. You must re 
member your Creator in the days of your youth. O flee 
from the wrath to come; fly to the Saviour, make the 
Judge your friend. Sue for pardon through the blood of 
Christ the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
set before him endured the cross despising the shame, and 
is now set down at the right hand of God.” 


To another friend of the same date, “I hope you do 
not set your affections on this wicked world, but on things 
that are lasting and eternal. Christ says be faithful anto Hi 1 
death, and I will give thee a crown of glory that fadeth @® 
not away. Shall we remain stupid and secure in our sin i 
while ail around are engaged in this glorious work? Wel, 
stand on the brittle thread of life; our life is a vapour, of 
which appeareth for a little while and then vanisheth o 


; ar 
way. Do you realize that you must die arid appear before My 
the judgment seat of Christ, and there give an accountol i 
all the deeds done in the body, whether good or bad? 0@@ 
let us flee from the wrath to come. Remember me am , 
your daily imtercessions at the throne of grace. You, 
must warn your companions of their danger while outd  - 
Christ. ti 
“ And are we wretches yet alive, 
And do we yet rebel ? 
"Tis boundless, tis amazing love, a 
‘That bears us safe from Hell.” r 


“ Christ says, thoce who will come unto him, he will nm 
no wise cast out. O my dear F. come unto him just om & 
you are, and plead the merits of Jesus, who died, bied, and 
groaned, for us, poor rebels. We deserve nothing but the 
wrath and curse of God.” 


Feb. 7th.—“ We had a meeting last night; it wasa vt 
ry solemn one; and they said we must wake up, and arta 
from the dead, and be engaged in the cause of our Rei o 
deemer, and be anxious for our souls before it was for ev’ Re {| 
too late. But why will we sleep on so long, and not catt 





Memior of Miriam Warner. 158 


any thing for our souls? Why will we trifle with God’s 
ve, and trample under foot his precious blood ? God’s 
patience will not last always with us. God says that his 
Spirit shall not always strive with man, poor sinful man ; 
and why will we not turn now, for now is an accepted 
(ime, now is a day of salvation. But when we come to 
die, then we shall see the necessity of Religion, then we 
shall have to take up the bitter lamentation, the harvest is 
past, the summer is ended, and Tam not saved. O let us 
ihen improve these golden moments while we have them. 









Seize the kind promise, while it waits, 
And march to Zion’s heavenly gates ; 
0 Believe and take the promis’d rest, 
Obey, and be for ever blest.” 


0 our never dying souls! Is it true that we have got souls 
which will live beyond the grave in happiness or misery 
forever ? Itisa painful thought to be shut out for ever from 
the presence of God. O my sol trembles at the thought 
ofdestruction. Every idle thought and word we must give 
an account of at the day of judgment; that awful day 
when the heart-searching God will try our hearts. O how 
’ & it ill pain our hearts to hear that dreadful sentence pro- 


! nounced to us, Depart from me ye cursed into everlasting 
‘ fre; but to hear that sentence, which is, Come ye blessed 
ae of my Father, which is softer than ten thousand instrau- 


meuts of music, would gladden our hearts beyond descrip- 
tion. Your friend, M. W. 


The following was written to her early friend. “ My 
nost dearest friend. How cana few moments glide away 
more pleasantly than in writing to my dear S. O let us 

gm ‘irive to make our calling and election sure, before the 
(ay of grace is for ever fled. 





‘¢ © what immortal joys I felt, 
And raptures all divine, 

When Jesus told me I was kis, 
And my beloved mine.” 














Methinks I can see my beloved Jesus sitting on the throne 
Of ilove, calling and entreating sinners to come and touch 
the golden sceptre, and live. And shail we refuse to 
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hearken to so dear a Saviour who came into the wor'd anj 
died for us poor sinners ?. Shall we reject him? no. Cay 
we reject that dear and blessed Jesus? no, we cannot, it 
seems to me. Alas! whata painful thought to part wih 
Jesus; how it distracts and tears my leart to part with 
‘Christ. Your loving friend, &c.” 


There are many other letters; and the same excellegt 
spirit breathes through the whole; but it seems unnecessa 
ry to make further quotations. 


ee cee 


fO THE EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN, 


SIR, ip * 4 
Please to insert the following piece from the Youth's Magazine, and 
you will oblige one of your youthful readers. 


THEORY AND PRACTICE. 


One evening, during the vacation, Frank, a fall school 
boy, amused his young brother, Harry, by reading an 
essay, Which had gained him the first prize at school, The 
subject was Self Denia!.—F rank was a clever lad, and had 
acquitted himseif very well. Ee represented his subject 
in so stviking a light, that it made a considerable impres 
sion on the misd ef his voung auditor; who, as soones 
it was finisbed, thanked his brother for his good advice, 
and expressed his determination ef endeavouring to prokt 
by it—* fam afraid,’ said he, ‘Lhave never learned to de: 
ny myself as { ought, but i hope, brother Frank, that! 
shall net forget this lesson ef yours; I wish you would be 
so kind as to give me some more good advice about il. 

Now, Frank, instead of considering this the best possi 
ble compliment that could be paid to his composition, felt 
disappointed, that, instead of commenting upen the force 
of his arguments, or the graces of his style, he should be- 
gui gravely to moralize upon it ; and confirmed him in 4 
a favourite opinion of his, that his brother Harry had 
not a spark of genius, nor ever would have. 

Harry repeated his request, but finding his brother more 
inclined to discuss the merits, and relate the success of his 
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say, than to draw a practical improvement“rom it, he con- 
ented himself with his own private reflections. «6 To- 
morrow,” said he to himself, “ to morrow morning I will 
begin. —But why vot begin to night ?” continued he. The 
clock had just struck, and Harry recollected that his mo- 
ther had desired thiead not to situp aminuteafter the 
cock struck nine.—He reminded his brother of this order. 
—« Never mind,” said Frank—* Here’s a famous fire, I 
shall stay and enjoy it.”—** Yes,” said Harry, “ here’s a 
famous fire, and I should like to stay to enjoy it, but that 
would not be self-denial, weuld it Frank r” 

« Nonsense !” said Frank—* TI shall hot stir yet, T pro- 
imise you.’”—- ‘Phen good night to you” said Harry. 

Now, whether or net his brother was correct in his opin- 
ion, Of Harry’s want of genius, we shall not stay to en- 
quire ; indeed it is a question of very little importance either 
ious or him, since it cannot be denied, that his reflections, 
aud especially his conduct then, even on a trifling occa- 

| HE siov, displayed good seuse and strength of character, and 
n fe ilese are sterling qualities, for which the brightest sparks 
¢ MB of genius would be a poor exchange. 
Six o’clock, was the time at which Harry was expected 
t MB torise, but not unfrequently since the cold weather set in, 
B® be hed indulged an hour longer. When it struck six next 
morning, he started up, but the air felt so frosty, that he 
‘hada strong inclination to lie down again. ée But no,” 
thought he—‘‘ here’s a fine oppor rtunity for self denial,” 
and up he jumped without further hesitation. 

“Frank, Frank,” said he to his sleeping brother—* past 
six o’clock, and a fine star light morning.” 

“Let me alone.” cried Frank, ina cross, drowsy voice. 
“Ve ery weil, then, a pleasant nap to you,” said Harry, 
and down he ran as gay as a lark. 

After finishing his Jatin exercise, Harry had time to take 
i pieasaut walk before breakfast this morning, so that he 
cune in fresh and rosy, with a good appetite, and what 

was still pester, | in a good humour. 

But, poor Frank, who had just tumbled out of bed when 
the piayer-bell rung, came down, looking pale, and 
cross, and cold, and discontented. Harry, who, if he 
was no genius, had some sty drollery of his own, was just 
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beginning to rally him on his forlorn appearance, whe 
he recollected his resclution—* Frank does not like to bp 
laughed at, especially when he is cross,” thought he, so hp 
. Suppressed his joke, and it requires some self-denial evey 
to suppress a joke. 

During breakfast, his father promised that if the weathe 
continued fine, Harry should ride out with him befor 
dinner on the grey poney. Harry was much delighte 
with this proposal, and the thought of it occurred to him 
very often during the business of the morning. | The su 
shone cheerfully in at the schocl-room windows, and seein. 
ed to promise fair fora fine day. About noon, however, 
it became rather cloudy, aud Harry was somewhat star. 
led to perceive a few large drops upon the flag-stones in 
the court; he equipped himself, nevertheless, in his great 
coat at the time appointed, and stood playing with his 
whip at the window, waiting to see the horses led out 
His mother now entered the rooin. “ My dear boy,’ 
said she, “I am afraid there can be no riding this mor 
ing; do you see the stones are quite wet? “ Dear mo 
ther,” said Harry, “ You surely do not imagine that I am 
afraid of a few drops of rain !—besides, I don’t believe it 
rains at allnow.” “It seems to me to be coming up very 
heavy from the South,” said his mother.— It will be no 
more than a shower, at any rate,’’ replied Harry. Just 
then his father came in: he looked fizst at the clouds, then 
at the barometer, then at Harry, and shook his head. 

“ You intend to go, papa, don’t you?” said Harry. 

“‘{ must go, I have business to do, but I believe, Harty, 
it will be betier for you to stay at home this morning,” 
said his father. 7 

“‘ But Sir,” repeated Harry, ‘do you think it possible, 
now, that this little sprinkling of rain should do me the 
Jeast harm in the wor!d ?—with my great coat and all!” 
Yes, Harry,” said his father, ‘I do think that even this 
sprinkling of rain may do you harm, as you are not quile 
well: and I think too, it will be more than a_ sprinkling. 
Bui, Harry, you shall decide, on this eccasion, for yout- 
Self. I know you have some self.command. 1 shall only 
tell you that your going this morning would make you! 
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other uneasy, and that we both think it improper ;— 
ww determine.” 

Harry again looked at the clouds, at the stones, at his 
ots, and last of all, at his kind mother, and then he re- 
lected himself: —“ This,” thought he, “is the best op- 
tunity for self denial that I have had to-day,” and he 
mediately ran out to tell Roger, that he need not saddle 
he grey poney. 

“J should like another half, I think, mother,” said 
rank, that day at dinner, just as he had dispatched a 
rge hemisphere of mince pie. 

-“ Any more for you, my dear Harry?” said his mother. 

“If you please—no thank you, though,” said Harry, 
sithdrawing his plate, “for,” thought he, “I have had 
snough, and more than enough to satisfy my hunger, and 
i, Mow is the time for self denial.” 

“Brother Harry,” said his little sister, after dinner, 
‘when will you show me how to do that pretty puzzle, 
. #you said you would a long time agor” 
“Tam busy now child,” said Harry —“ don’t teaze me 
it Manow, there’s a good girl.” She said no more, but looked 
y Mesappointed, and still hung upon her brother’s chair. 
aa Come, then,” said Harry, suddenly recollecting hiinself, 
t Me bring me your ee and laying down his book, he 
»fevery good naturedly showed his little sister how to 
place it. 

That night, when the two boys were going to bed, Harry 
called to mind, with some complacency, the several in- 
) HB slances in the course of the day in which he had succeeded 
in exercising self-denial; and he was on the very point of 
ielling his brother Frank what he was thinking of,— But, 
, 9,” thought he, “ Here is another opportunity still, of de- 
) MB tying myself; I will not say a word about it; besides, to 
B® boast of it, would spoil all.” 

, So Harry laid down quietly, making the following sage 
reflections :—“ This has been a very pleasant day to me, 
BB ®rd although I have had one great disappointment in it, 
and done several things against my will, I find that self: 
denial is painful for a moment, but very pleasing ia the 
end. .If I go on this plan every day, I shall have a good 
chance of having a happy ¥ for life is made up of days 




























and every hour; that is, as often as we are tempted g 
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and hours, and it will be just as pleasant and as eayy 
But here Harry’s thoughts began to wander, and soon k 
came quite indistinct. In fact, he was sound asleep ly 
fore he had half finished his reflections, and the remainde 
must be supplied by the reader. 

One of them will, doubtless, be this,—that self denial j 
no sinecure virtue, nor one which may be reserved for 
few great occasions 1n life, but that it is wanted every day 


, 


self-indalgence. 
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A DIALOGUE, . 


BETWEEN SOBRIETAS AND LEVITAS, RESPECTING THE LAI 
FULNESS OF DANCING ASSEMBLIES AND BALLS. 


(Concluded from page 129.) 


L. What further objections would you offer agains 
the amusements, on which we have been conversing? 

S. I have several other objections to make agains 
them. One is, the exercises at balls are of an enchanting 
nature. They soon spoil the taste of these who frequen! 
them, for profitable learning, and prevent their attainmet! 
of such real accomplishments as are essential to theit 
usefulness. Young persons who spend much of thei! 
time in such recreations, will commovly prefer Lori 
Chesterfield’s Letters, to the Bible; and Novels stand highet 
in their estimation, than the most substantial books, 
which treat on virtue and religion. But I have stilla 
more weighty objection against balls, as they serve to di- 
vert the attention of youth from their spiritual concerus— 
not only do they shut out religious instruction, but fil 
their minds with levity and impreper thoughts; alienate 
their hearts more and more from God; unfit them fot 
serious meditation and prayer; they tend to grieve away § 
the Spirit of God, and dispose them to piace death and 















those hurtful snares and temptations, which harden the 
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Lart—sear the conscience, and drown souls in destruction 
d perdition. . 
L. Have you stated all your objections ? 
§. Ihave not; amusements of_ this kind are generally 
spensive, and fead toa criminal waste of their precious 
mee Many young persons spend the chief of their 
snings {0 procure an acceptable dress, for the ball-room. 
sides, no young people can make a polite figure on 
ich occasions, unless they have previously served a cost- 
| apprenticeship, under the tuition of some accomplished 
ancing Master. Nor can it be a small tax upon young 
en to support their sumptuous entertainments and 
usicians, when they collect for the purpose of attending 
alls. 
{. Can you propose a more suitable way for youth 
spend their ttme and money, than to meet at proper 
asons for such pleasing recreations ? 
Ss. Yes: I should. suppose that their time would be 
such better employed in acquiring profitable learning, 
nd in attending to the great concerns of their souls, 
ud that the thousands, yea, tens of thousands of dol- 
nse’s, Which are spent in the support of dancing and other 
ostiy amusements, would be much more profitably ex- 
ntfmpended, for the purpose of disseminating the knowledge of 
ng@eris', amongst the perishing Heathen. It bas beeu late- 
nt computed by men, who have obtained the most correct 
mntfeornation on the subject, that there are now six hun- 
vitf™eed millions of poor ignorant Pagans, who were never 
itMeeght the way of salvation, by Jesus Christ. 
dg Sod would it not, my friend, be an infinitely more ex- 
etMercleit way, for youth to contribute their spare money, 
s,fmeor the purpose of rescuing precious souls from eternal 
leath, than to waste it, nay, worse than waste it, for the 
tomotion of sensual festivity and mirth, and in chanting 
B the sound, of the viol till wine inflame them ? 
L. Iam sensible that many evil things accompany 
ich diversions, but still they appear to me far more in- 
ocent than numerous ather practices, which might be 
mamed, 
S. Grant this to be true, still, if there be sufficient 
‘ils accompanying balls, to cast dishonour upon God, to 
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Jead youth to think lightly of the Saviour, and divig 
things; if they tend to ensnare, defile and ruin the go, 
they ought to be entirely abandoned. 

L. But young people will, and ought to be together, 
proper seasons, and how should they improve such opp 
tunities ? | 

S. How think you the numerous pious association 
which have been formed among young persens in dive 
places, since revivais of reiigion have been so frequen 
spend their leisn:e moments, when they meet together} 
Were you to visit their places of resort, yeu would dou 
less hear them speaking efien one to another, upon the 
concerns ef their socls, and devising ways and means fo 
the spread of Gospel iigit among the benighted Heathen 
You would see them casting their money and costly su 
pes fluous crnaments, into the treasury of the Lord, that they 
might aid the Missionary cause; you would hear them 
pouring out their hearts in prayer, for the prosperity ¢ 
Zion. 

And now, I entreat you, my friend L, to ask yourself: 
in the presence of God, before whese tribunal you and! 
must soon appear, whether this is not a far more cow 
mendable way, than to waste their strength and money it 
killing their precious time, in the ball-room ? 

L. lacknowledge that what you have offered upo 
this subject, begins to work conviction on my mind, of the 
inconsistency of such amusements, with the practice @ 
true piety. And I will take the matter into further se 
ous consideration. 

S. I rejoice that you begin to feel convinced in adj 
measure, of their destructive tendency. And before wt 
part, I would propose some weighty questions, for youl 
think upen in your retired moments. 

Do you not suppose the preparation work for death am 
eternity, so vastly important, and the season alloted fori 
accomplishment, so short and precarious, that peop* 
have no time to spare for vain mirth ? 

Do not the most exemplary Christians, who have 0 
many years been devoted to the service of their Redeet 
er, advance with fear and trembling towards the Judy 
ment Seat of Christ? Are they not often filled with ! 
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Ving 
nost anxious concern, lest their expectations of future 
slessedness, should finally be disappointed ? 

And can you persuade yourself, that the benevolent 
Saviour endured his bloody sweat in the Garden of Geth- 
ymne, and the excruciating agonies of the Cross, to pro- 
we a reprieve for sinners from Death and Hell, that 
hey might be indulged in wasting away much of their 
lay of grace, in vain mirth and sensual gratifications ? 
If so, why does he say, Woz UNTO YOU THAT LAUGH Now, 
FOR YE SHALL MOURN AND WEEP ! 


her 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN. 


YR, 


If you should be pleased to insert the inclosed letter in the Guar 
dian, { will furnish you with further copies of the correspondence, 


Ss. C. 
: FROM HELLEN TO FRANCES. 
nd | 
om Dear Cousin Frances, 


The affectionate solicitude you have expressed for 
me in my sickness, has endeared you, more than ever, to 
my heart, and conferred obligations, which I should be 
very ungrateful not to acknowledge as soon as possible. 
Mm And the first moment that my dear Mama tuinks it pru- 

Bdent, I begin the use of my pen to discharge this debt of 
gratitude, and to indulge in the sweet exercises of friend- 
‘Ship. Oh, my Frances, I can hardly wait until vacation 
lo see you; but 1 am constantly checking myself, lest I 
indulge too confident expectations of seeing you then. 
The lesson lately assigned me by my heavenly Father, has 
most forcibly ineulcated the uncertainty of all earthly 
things. I hope I may never forget it. 

Yes, dear Cousin, I have indeed been brought down to 
the sides of the grave, and oh that F could tell you what 
aview that situation gave me of this vain deceitful world ! 
Then I beheld it, my friend, iv its true light, strip- 
ped of all its false allurements. And then too, were 
hy’ views of eternity enlarged, beyond my powers of 
fescription. Oh, how cau I be sufficiently grateful fer 
0 2 











162 Letier from Hellen to Frances. 


my recovery; for indeed I was unprepared for an e. 
trance into that dread eternity! Ob, I was unprepare 
for an appearance before the bar of Jehovah! 1 was dis, 
tressed at the-prospect, and 1 saw the anguish of my po. 
rents. fhe unheeded instructions and prayers of a pio 
mother, ali rose wp in recollection, and were as so many 
arrows to my heart. J felt that it would be perfectly just 
if my day of grace should be closed, and I should be lef 
to endure the bitter consequences of abusing it. It wasa 
poor consoiation indeed that my birth and education had 
imposed restraints from outward sins, and, as it were, 
necessitated me to be moral and amiable in my conduc, 
JT had been too well instructed to imagine that this merely 
“would answer. I knew, that without a particular interest 
in the Saviour, | was lost. Icried unto the Lord for mer 
ey through Christ, but the consciousness of being im 
pelled by fear, and the urgeacy of my Ssiluation, more 
than sincere repentance for sin, love to God, and desire 
for his favour, covered me with confusion, and my oily 
hope was that the prayers of my Christian friends around 
me, might be heard and answered, in the renovation aud 
sanctification ef my heart. The fever raged, and what! 
greatly feared, mental derangement, tovk place. Sur 


rounding friends, and attendant Physicians, considerel§ 


there was but little hope in my case. But that gracious 
God, whose arm alone could save, and who delights i 
snercy, extended mercy to me, the most undeserving. Yes 
my dear Frances, | am preserved, a monument of mercy! 
¥ cannot but view it as in answer to the effectual fervei! 
prayers of the righteous; I believe they have availed t 
the lengiheninz out of my precious day of grace, Andi 
(as I earnestly pray,) I am enabled to consecrate my 
spared life to my Preserver, and transfer my choice a 
* trifles light as air,” to “ the pearl of great price,” it may 
be in answer to the same prayers. Oh, how invaluable 
the blessing of pious friends. Do not, my dear Frances, 
compasswnate me on account of this sickness, as some alt 
disposed to, but regoice with me; for I feel that I shall evel 
have occasion to bless the Lord for it, and say, * it is good 
for me that I have been afflicted, for before, | went astray; 
aud now | pray that I may learn the statutes of the Lord 
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| am aware, that in my situation, just snatched from the 
jawsof death, and while they are scarcely closed upon the 
view, there will, naturally, be a strong excitement of the 
passions, and a new sense of the importance of divine 
things, which may originate only from the impulse of the 
moment, and terminate in a few mercenary services, 
leaving the heart more insensible and careless than ever. 
Oh, may heaven avert from me so great a judgment! 

What hope would remain for me, if I should disregard 
this warning? I beg the prayers of ail my friends, that it 
may be sanctified to the saving conversion of my soul. 
Without sanctification I know its e‘fect will only be tem- 
porary. 

‘¢ T would resolve with all my heart, 

With all my powers to serve the Lord ; 

Nor from his precepts e’er depart, 

Whose service is a rich reward. 

Be this the purpose of my soul, 

My solemn, my determined choice, 


To yield to: his supreme controul, 
And in his kind commands rejoice.” 


This language would undoubtedly sound strange to some 
of our gay companions of the school. Alas, for the infa- 
(uation in which they are held! Iam sure, if I were with 
them, I would not be ashamed to avow the highest regard 
ty religion. I would tellthem how different the subject 
would appear to them, if the world was receding from 
their view, and the eternal world opening upon thein. I 
would tell them how empty and comfortless the whole re- 
tinue of earthly pleasures-would be, in this solemn situa- 
tion. I would intreat them to cease from the pursuit of 
those things, which are not only unsatisfactory, but which 
have the most direct tendency to prevent a preparation 
for the trying scene, and momentous event of death. Oh 
no, I weuld not be ashamed to intreat them. When the 
most vain and thoughtless, I should not, in my judgment, 
have been ashamed of religion ; for I always considered it 
as most enobling to the human character. You know, 
dear Frances, the sentiments with which we used to read 
the Memoirs ef pious characters together: those of Mrs.. 
Ramsay, Mrs. Newell, Mrs. Graham, Thomas Spencer, 
and others. Weadmired the dignity, beauty, and exce}- 
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lence of their characters; but alas, we felt not the powe 
of that heaven born principle, which raised them to such 
pre-eminence in worth and usefulness. Had the contem. 
plation of their moral excellence excited as much of love H it 
as admiration, the affections of my heart might have been H a 
roused to the supreme excellence of the most high God; & it 
and I have been brought to that sweet peace of soul with 7 p 
him, so indispensably requisite to real happines. If moval Hs 
excellence, that is only finite, so deservedly claims ou & s 
respect and love, how absolute are the claims of infinite, & | 
eternal, and unchageable excellence, upon the utmost & | 
affection of our souls. Let us, my dear friend, withdiaw ; 

| 

| 





our affections from the inferior things of earth, and place 
them supremely upon heavenly and divine things ; upon 
God, who alone is possessed of supreme excellence and 
glory. 

My precious mother seems to be in one continual exer: 
cise of gratitude for my recovery; and is deeply solicit. 
ous that I may choose that “ good part,” that shall en- 
sure ine spiritual health, and enduring happiness. She is 
unwearied in the use of means upon me, constantly read: 
ing to me the Scriptures of Divine truth ; exhibiting the 
Saviour’s dying love, and praying that I may be interested 
in the merits of his blood. Nor does she forget the dear 
Cousin, for whom she has always felt such a tender regar“. 
Oh, may her prayers for us be heard and. answered in 
mercy. But I hope my dear Frances has already “ chosen 
the good part,” and been the blessed subject of that joy 
in heaven, exercised by the holy angels over every sinnet 
that repenteth. 

Begging a letter from you soon, I must haste to a close. 
Yours ever, HELLEN. 


PRE 
a 
















FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


THE UTILITY OF SABBATH SCHOOL INSTRUC- 
TION EXEMPLIFIED. 


Mary S. was the daughter of poor parents, who weré 
honest and industrious themselves, and wished their child 
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rento beso. They thought if they set before them a good 
example, that is, were just in their dealings; and provided 
for their family and taught them that by following this 
example they would secure the approbation of men, 
ibe whole of duty was performed. Or, if there were 
another motive than the praise of men presented io them, 
it vas ouly by a worldly proverb that honesty is the best 
policy. In this family the Almighty God was not wor- 
shipped as the Father of all mercies. Created and pre- 
served by him—living upon his bounty, no lips acknow- 
ledged it, no tribute of gratitude was paid to him. Hap- 
pily for these children, a Sunday school was established 
nerr them. Mary was about nine yearsold when she first 
attended it. She eonld read very well, but was quite ig- 
porant of the Scriptures, and all the doctrines contained 
in them. She attended school very regularly, became 
much attached to her teacher, and seemed desirous of 
learning. She obtained considerable knowledge of the 
simple doctrines of the Gospel, and seemed to feel that 
religion was a very good thing; but for some time mani- 
fested no particular sensibility ppon the subject. One 
day her teacher remarked an uncommon expression In 
her countenence 3 there was unusual attention, with con- 
siderable anxiety. This was in the morning, and was but 
little noticed; in the afternoon it was so striking as to In- 
duce her teacher to detain her, after the other children 
were dismissed, when the following conversation took 
place. 

T. Mary, you look troubled; if I can help you, you 
need not fear to place confidence in me. 

With much emotion, she then seplied, [ believe I am a 
great sinner. 

T. And what have you done that makes you think you 
are a great sinner; Ha-e you stolen, or lied, or taken 
God's name in vain? 

M. I have not doneany of these things; those who see 
me think me very good ; but God sees the heart. 

T. And what does he find in your heart, Mary? 

M. That I have not loved him. Last Sunday you told 
us,that God so loved sinners as to give his Son Jesus 
Christ to die for them, and, that we should love him with 
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all our hearts. 1! ave thougiit of this ever since, and hoy 
much f have ofleced God, 

LT’. And di¢ vou teci mast sorry for your sins becanse 
they exposed you to punishmeut, or becasise Dy them you 
ofeuded Gea? 

MM. & feit airaid of punishment, and [felt sorry that] 
had offended so kind a friead. 

T. My child, you are indeed a sinner. You possess a 
heart opposed ia God, inchued to evil, and \ou cannot be 
reconciled to bea until you have instead, a new heart, 
By a new hearts meas, new thougits of the character 
of Gros, aud rigit affections towards him. You cannot 
che: ge your beart yourself, nether can any human beng 
do i« for you. Ged omy can do it by his Holy Spirit, 
which he las said he is more ready to give to them that 
ask hin than earthly parents are to give good gilts to 
their children. But Mary, dare you go to God tu your Hiih 








own 1aime to ask for forgiveness P S 
M. Edare not; but you have told us if we seek any Mitr 
thing in Chiist’s name, we shall be heard. i) 


T. You are right. If Christ fad not died, we should HB! 
have feared to approach God, we sliould have had 9qi 
no reason to suppose he would forgive us; but now 
we may come beldjy unto a throne and obtain grace 
to heip in every time of need. Christ has suffered the Bio 
punishment due to our sins, and, and if we will repent Hh 
aid believe in him as .an all sufficient Saviour, we He 
may hope for forgiveness here, and happiness hereafter. 3) 
I would bave you endeavour to form some just ideas of the 
character of God. Think of himas tbe gteatest and bet 9 
of beings. Think how very sinful it is to offend so goods ¥® 
Being. Remember that you have a heart inclined to sin, 
which must be changed by the Spirit of God; that you 
must seek this great blessing of him by prayer, offered 
in the name of Jesus Christ, for there is no other name 
whereby you can be saved, 

The next week, this child still retained an axtous ex- 
pression. In conversation with her teacher, she expressed 
a belief in the sefficiency of Christ’s righteousness to se 
cure salvation ; byt she could not feel that she had receiv 
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edany answer to her prayers ; she feared there was no 
mercy for her. 

T. Mary, I fear that you doubt the promises of God; 
they are, “‘ Come unto me ai/ ye that labour, and are 
(Il BBheavy laden, and I will give you rest—Ask, and ye shall 

receive—Seek, and ye shall find. We must not, however, 
.a BBalways expect to have our petitions, at the very time, or in 
be HBihe very way we think fit. Suppose a pareut who has 
't, Hever consulted the happiness of his child, sees fit to deny 
er Msome request, would you not think it very wrong for the 
ot BBchild to call his parent unreasonable, without knowing 
g Biwhether be had not some good reason for this, or whether 
it, MBbe did not mean to grant the request, when it would, on 
it Bsome account, be better? So God, sometimes sees fit not 
0 Z¥to answer our petiiions in our own time and way ; if he sees 
t Mithey would do us hurt, he often withholds them entirely. 

Sometimes he may mean to try our faith, to see if we will 
Y Mitrust in him, as is, very probably, the case now. He has 

promised, and he will surely perform his promise, that 
dM they whotrust.in him shail not want any good thing. How 
d #¥lo you expect to know that your sins are fergiven you ? 
“ 
. 





M. I expect to feel great joy. 
T. In this expectation you may be disappointed ; the 
operations of the Spirit appear different in different minds, 
{ @Bbutin general it is a gradual work. John ii. 8. Christ 
BB describes it in these words, ‘“¢ The wind bloweth where it 
. BB isteth, and ye hear the sound thereof, but cannot tell 
* BM vhence it cometh, and whether it goeth ;” so isevery one 
| BB that is born of the Spirit. There is a time when the wind 
| Begins to blow, So there is a time when the Spirit begins 
io operate in the mind; but we know of both only by their 
eflect. When yon find that itis your great desire to love 
aud honor God above all things—that there is nothing you 
dread so much as sin—that you are willing to submit your- 
Seif and all things to the disposal of your heaveuly Father ; 
and can say, without reserve, not my will, but thine be 
done—then you may consider yourself a child of God, and 
apply to yourself the promises made to believers. . These 
are sure signs; by keeping close to this rule of self exa- 
mination, you will, I trust, obtain a well grounded hope 
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that your sins are forgiven, and have joy and peace jy 
believing. | | 
In subsequent communications, this child gave satisfa¢. 
tory evidence that her heart had been renewed by the 
Holy Spirit; and by the propriety of her conduct, in every 
situation, led many to observe, how lovely is early piety. 
Mary was the oldest of six children; her brothers anj 
sisters were often left for whole days, entirely to her care, 
So far from considering this a burthen, it was her pleasure 
. to be in any way useful. She had been taught to sew and HiMer 
_ knit, and she now turned this knowledge to account, by 
learning her sisters. She was never idle; if her feet were 
employed in rocking the cradle, her hands were engaged 
in some useful business ; and when holding a child ia he 
arms, or knitting, she would have a book open before her, 
that she might not fail of her Sunday’s lesson ; or, perhaps Mion 
she would be teaching those who could not read, some of 
the hymns she had learnt. Many were the instructive 
lessons which this child gave to those who were left to her 
care. Approaching the door, unobserved, she was one 
day discovered on her knees in a corner of the room, with § 
a younger child near her, who was in tears; they were Hip 
apparently tears of penitence for some fault, which was 
soon discovered to have been a lie. Having thaked her 
heavenly Father that he permitted her to come to himin 
all her troubles, she commended to him the offender who 
had broken one of his commandments. She prayed thal 
He would bring him toa proper sense of this great sin, a 
well as of all his sins, and pardon him for Christ’s sake. 
For a considerable time, Mary’s parents took little ap- 
parent notice of the evident alteration in their child; at 
length they acknowledged that they felt reproved by het 
_exeniplary conduct; that there must be something in re 
ligion to have made such a change in her. 
One of the most delightful moments of Mary’s. life, was 
that in which she first entertained bopes that ier prayers 
for her parents would be answered. She looked forward 
with delight, to the time when, to the many blessings sh 
félt she enjoyed, might be added, that of pious parents. 
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iu DIALOGUE. 

aC. | (Continued from page 8.) 

the 

ty ie Mrs. D. Harriet, have you forgotten about the Hea- 
. Ben, and about their children? Many days have passed, 
nd god you have not asked me what you should do for imore 


re, ents. 


Harriet. No Ma, tremember what you teld me about 


re , : 
nd Mhem ; but I forgot to ask for more cents. lave Liolda 
by Me, Ma? Is that a lie when I don’t do as I said I would, 
re Mam | forget itr 


Mrs. D. Not exactly a lie, my child. If little gir's 
nget things, because they are little girls, and can’t help 
they are not to blame; but if they are careless, and 
jon’t try to remember what they promise, it is quite wrong. 
astead of saying, I will ask you to-morrow—you should 
ave said, | will ask you to-morrow, if I think of it. Lit- 
le girls should be very careful about all such things, or by 
nd by they will learn to tell lies before they know it. 
Harriet. Ma, Thope you will learn me how the way is 
wot to teillies. I remember that Pa read in a book the 
her day, that when General Washington was a little boy, 
ie said be would not tell a lie for all America. 
Mrs. D. Pa was reading to Caroline, net to you; did 
jou hear him? 
(Qi Aacrict. Yes Ma, I heard him; I was playing with my 
§ Moll, but l heard him. He took the Bible too, and read 
Oher how a man and woman fell down and gave up the 
ost, because they told lies. I keep thinking, well, I 
t Mvont teil lies, 
|i Mrs. D. Did Caroline tell a lie? 
‘He Harriet. Pathought she did, and he went to the kitch- 
door, and asked Betty, the maid, how it was, and slie 
| old him a great long story about it, and Betty said Caro- 
| ve was right: then Pa kissed Caroline, and told her God 
BB ould love her for telling the trath :—then Caroline took 
p her apron and wiped her eyes, and looked as pleasant— 
aud I was glad when I see her weli again. I love my sis- 
er Cayoline There she comes. 
Caroline. Ma, old Aunt lee was very glad of the 
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soup that I carried her; she cried and said, tell your \; 
I thank her a thousand, thousand times. She said she yelliect 
sick; I felt sorry for her. You know, Ma, I carried sopditye 
of my cents to buy an orange when I came back, at \,Mmus 
Sanfords; but I felt so sorry for poor Aunt Lucy, tha ji 
gave her two of them to buy something at Dr. Wells's t 
do her some good. Did I do wrong, Ma? 

Mrs. D. No, my daughter. Ma is always glad to hay 
her little children kind to the sick and to. the aged. 
you in that case had given all your cents, I should hay 
been pleased: but if little girls are not willing to gi 
them all away, they had better give half, or a quarter the 
possess, than not to give any. It looks very mean ix au 
person to hold their money so close, that they can see 
sick, the aged, the poor, and the infirm, in distress, wit 
out trying to relieve them. The Scriptures diiect us “t 
do good as we have opportunity ; not grudgingly,” bi 
*¢ with a willing mind.” 

Caroline. I wish I had a great many cents, then 
would give them all away next time. 

Harriet. Ma is going to tell us how the way is to get 
great many cents. Come, Ma; we are ready. 

Mrs. D. My little daughters, you will recollect tha ¥jth 
have already promised you a cent for everv seven veregiM 
that you will leari to repeat from the Scriptures, and: 
cent for every seven verses from the Hymn or Psalm bookfi pe 
if you should learn one verse from the Bible, and o@mk 
from the Hymn book every day, (and this yeu can dw 
easily,) you will, atthe end of the week, be worth wap 
cents each; and if you should do so every week in tigw 
year, you will, atthe year’s end, be worth one hundred 
aud four cents each. Now, in addition to the sum jog le 
mentioned, I will give you a cent every week, if you w! 
learn a suitab'e portion of your Catechism; and anotlemy tl 
every week if you behave with propriety. al 

Harriet. What is it to behave with propriety? K 

Mrs. D. You must be obedient to your parents, veg c 
pleasant and condescending to each other, indust: ious #! 
willing to get your lessons. You mast be very pret'y "ij tl 
tle girls in every respect. Now, if you agree to my 
posa!s, you will, in one wear, gain (wo bundred and eff c 
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als) Whatasum! Your little hands will be running 
pver full. What a pretty story. Two little girls, for being 
st svc) little girls as they should be, have, in one year, 
parned more than four dollars to do good with. 

Harriet. Ob, Ma, how pretty! How pretty! I will try. 
Caroline. I hope I shalldo as you te!l me, Ma; for 
shen L do, it always comes out right at last. But some- 
mes 1 ama naughty girl when I don’t wanttobe. f 
an’t tell the reason of it. I wish I could always be a good 
piel, 

Harriet. Uknow what the reason is: it is bad heart— 
ad heart; our minister told me the other day, that little 
ils and beys, and every body, had bad hearts, that 
wekes them naughty and wicked. 

Caroling. Ma has told me a great many times about 
bad hearts: she says, God can give us new hearts; and 
she has taught me to say, Father of mercies, ereate in me 
n Maclean heart, and renew aright spirit withinme. Ihave 

agreat inany times; hut my heartis band still, and [ am 
{MiB afvaid it always will be. 

Harriet. My heartisbadtoo. Sometimes! get so vext 
that Tsay naughty things. I don’t love to have bad heart. 
Ma, how is the way to have good hearts ? 

Mrs D. My children, you have entered on a very im- 
portant subject; one that concerns you more than you 
know of. | hope I shall, without fail, converse with you more 
aid more on that subject, as long as we shiall live. I wi!l 
postpone it a few minutes, and finish the other subject upon 
which we were conversing. 

: Caroline. The subject of doing good; yes, Mak recol- 
ect. 

Mrs. D. 1 was going to observe further, that if six lit- 
lle girls would agree to such proposals from their mothers, 
aid then, at the year’s end, should put their Jittle sums 
together, they would have enough to support a Heathen 
child in the Missionary family one whole year. 

Harriet. Uf ever I should go there, Ma, shouldn’t I see 
the child ? 

Mrs. D. We cannot tell what may take place in the 
course of years, my child. But what think you of my 
plans, my daughters? 
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Caroline. The plan is good, Ma. Ihope we shall fy 
aix little girls that will go to learning as fast as they ca 
so as to supporta Heathen child. If some girls can’t eay 
so much, they may join us; can’t they, if they wish to} 

Mrs. D. Oh yes, the sinallest sum is worth receiving 
even two cents, one cent, or even half a cent, is wor) 
putting in the charity box. Our blessed Saviour, aft 
he had fed the five thousand, said to his deciples, “ gathy 
up the fragments that remain, that nothing be '‘ost.” 

Harriet. Ma, 1 have heard you talk about Bible Socie. 
ties; can little girls have Bible Societies ? 

Mrs. D. Yes, my dear. If your little associates are 
willing to agree to it, some time, when they come to make | 
you a visit, Ff should like to learn yon all how to forma 
Bible Society. But we will leave this subject for the pre i - 
sent, and taik about bad hearts, as I engaged to do. | 

| 


Ye wee 


( To be continued. ) 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


As many of our young readers may not have the means of obtain 
ing the religious intelligence of the day, we propose to devote a few 
pages, in the future numbers of the Guardian, to this subject. In this 
number we shall give a general view of the Stations which are now 
occupied by Christian Missionaries, together with some general divi 
sions of the country, geographically arranged, in which these Stations 
are situated. 

The figure prefixed to the Station denotes the number of Christian 
Missionaries. 


SURVEY OF THE PROTESTANT MISSIONARY STATIONS 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, IN THEIR’ GEOGRAPHICAL ORDED 





WESTERN AFRICA. 















Sierra Leone 2 Regent’s Town 1 Wilberforce Town ! 
Leicester Mountain 1 GloucesterTown 1 Gambier 
KKissey Town 1 Leopold Town 1 Cape Coast 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

Cape Town i Hephzibah 1 Mauritius 
Stellenbosch 1 Griqua Town 1 Madagascar y 
Caledon 1 New Lattakoo 1 Grace Hill 

Hooge Kraal 1 Bethesda 1 Gnadenthal y 
Bethelsdorp 4 Jerusalem 2 Groenekloof 3 
Theopolis 2 Bethany 3 Wiite Revier 4 
Kat Revier Tulbagh Drosdy 3 KhamiesBerg 3 
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MEDITERRANEAN. BLACK SEA. 
fing Malta 3 Constantinople i 
Can 
| NORTHERN ASIA. 
arass 2 Orenburg 2 Sarepta 2 
one 3 Irkutsk 2 
THIBET~. CHINA. 
Titalya 1 Canten $ 
INDIA BEYOND THE GANGES. 
Rangoon 4 Malacca 
: INDIA WITHIN THE GANGES, 
re 
ake an Bombay 5 Allahabad 1 Allepie I 
1 Calcuttaand Seram- . Cawnpore Cotym 2 
. pore 11 Nagpore Cochin 1 
Nt BE Jessore 1 Surat 1 Tellicherry 
Dacca Cuttack 1 Cannanore 
Silhet 1 Vepery 1 Vellore 1 
Chittagong 1 . Trichinopoly 1 Chittoor 1 
Catwa 2 Tanjore 1 Masulipatam h 
Berhampore Burdwan Vadadelli 
Moorshedabad 1 Chunar 2 Pulicut 1 
Malda Lucknow Tranquebar 2 
ins Dinagepore 1 Bareilby Chinsurah 2 
ew Monghyr 1 Agra Vizagapatam 3 
bis ME Patna 1 Meerut and Delh Bellary 3 
OW Guyah 1 Madras Madras 4 
vie Digah 2 Tranquebar 1 South Travancore 2 
ys Benares . 1 Palamcotta Surat p) 


— a Oo 


ASIATIC ISLANDS. 


Ceylon, 14 Stations, 
29 Missionaries. 
Amboyna 2 


In the Province of 


Dutch Guiana are nine 
Stations. 
Berbice I 


SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 


Java, 2 Stations. 
Batavia and 4 
Samarang 


SOUTH. AMERICA. 


Le Resouvenir’ 1 
West Coast 1 
Georgetown. 1. 
Demerara: 2 


‘WEST INDIES:. 


Otaheite, 

Eimesg, &c. 16 

Parramatta i 

New Zealand 1. 
- Paramaribo 


Sommelsdyk it 
Good Intent 


. Copename 


eee this division, the names-of the Stations-are omitted, and only 


: he * number on each Island inserted.— [> The figure on the left of the 


P2. 



























174 


Religious Intelligence. 


dash denotes the number of Slalions, and that on the right gives the nin. 
. ber of Missionaries. 


Jamaica 11—16 
~ Tobago 2—- 1 
Barbadoes 8— 3 
Dominica 9— 1] 
Antigua 9— 8 
Nevis 2— 3 
Trinidad 2— 3 
it. Christopher’s 2— 6 
Grenada. 1— 2 
St. Vincent i— 3 


St. Louis 


NORTH AMERICAN. INDIANS. 


Chickamangali 3 Niagara 
LABRADOR. 
Nain Z 
Okkak 5 
Hopedale 5 


2 Yalo Busher 


St. Eustatius 1 | 
St. Bartholomews 1 | 
Anguilla 
Virgin Islands 2— § 
Hayti 2— 3 
Bahamas Ss: 3 
Bermuda i=] 
St. Thomas 
St. Croix "—~{4 
St. Jan 
1 Kingston l 
1 New Fairfield 4 
GREENLANDs. 
New Hernhut 
Lithtenfels Ie 
Lichtenau j 


The Siations now occupied by American Missionaries, under the di 
metion ofthe American Board of Missions, are the following : 


BoMBAY-—1813. 


Samuel Newell, 
John Nichols, 
Allen Graves, 
Besides preaching the Gospel daily, these Missionaries are diligently 
engaged in translating the Scriptures into the native language—have 


pnblished a large edition of the gospel of Matthew, and of a Tract 
composed of selegt portions of. Seripture—and have. esrablished 


<¢hools. in which they have 400 or 500 Heathen children, and one in. 


Gordon Hall, 
H. Bardwell, 


which they have 40 or 50 Jewish children under their instruction. It 
isa most eligWle station ; the field is extensive ; the prospects of the 





mission are highly encouraging. 








—_ -_ , oe CS tet 5 Oe 















ISLAND OF CEYLON.. 


Jaffna District. —Tillipally and Batticotia—1816. 
James Richards, 
Daniel Poor. 

Tlie commencement of this. Mission, has heen auspicious, » Tn ae 
quiring the native language, in preaching, and in establishing schools, 


‘ue Missionaries have ardently emulated their brethren at Bombay: 
aud they are making arrangements for printing an edition of the serip- 


tures in the Tamul language, as translate 
Missionaries-in the lastcentury. — 


Edward Warren, 
Benjamin C. Meigs, 





d by the venerable Danish 


- 
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AMERICAN ‘ABORIGINES. 
Brainerd, on Chickamaugah Creek, Cherokee Nation—1817.. 


Ard Hoyt, D.S. Butrick, 
William Chamberlain 
Moody Hall, schoo!master and assistant. 
In the Mission family and school there are already about 50 Chero- 
jee children and youth of both sexes; and of the Mission Church 


gve of the natives have already become exemplary members In 
Hbeir school studies, and in their various exercises and labours for 


establishing habits of industry, and for general improvement in ‘the. 
arts of civilized life, the young Cherokees have surpassed the most 
sanguine expectations; and hitherto this infant establishment has 


been signally prospered and blest. 


YALO BUSBER.—Chocktaw Nation. 


Onthe Creek of this name, which is a branch-of the Yazoo river, 
preparations are making foran establishment, similar to that in the 
Cherokee nation. The Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, and Mr. Loring §, 
Williams and wife, left the Mission house at Brainerd, (where Mr. 
Kingsbury had been superintendent, and Mr. Williams and wife active 
assistants,) for the Choctaw station, about the firstof June; and about 
the middle of the month, Messrs. Peter Kanous, Moses Jewell, and 
John G. Kanouse, embarked at New-York. for New Orleans, thence 
to ascend the Mississippi and Yazoo to the same station. 


me ee 


REMARKS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF SABBATH 
| SCHOOLS. 


In contemplating this new and promising method of mo- 
raland religious instruction, the minds of christians can: 
scarcely fail to be imp¥essed with the immense importance 
tothe Rising Generation, and to the church of God. It 
inost obviously tends to improve the young in reading 
and speaking, te enlarge the mind, strengthen the 


2 memory, and benefit the understanding. | 'Fhese, however 


though attainments important in their place, are small, 
compared with those which may be expected, of a moral: 
ad religious nature. Asa mean of GRACE, it is firmly be- 
lieved, the instructions of a Sabbath School can be fairly 
viewed as secondary only to the preaching of the Word— 
The Lessons taught are the Scriptures themselves, or an- 
swerg to questions founded on and drawn directly from: 
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this pure fountain. The Bisxe, therefore, is the grou 
and source of the whole.—With the doctrines and precept 
of this precious book, taught in an easy and system 
atical way, the minds of youth are filled. Their attentigy 
is withdrawn from objects unsuited to the solemnity of the 
Sabbath, and directed to those which are appropriate tp 
its sacred and benevolent design. A habit of searchi 
the Scrij tures is early formed, and a knowledge of the in. 
spired volume acquired, which in the usual desultory way 
of reading would be obtained but by few. The mind of 
course is prepared to read and hear the preaching of the 
Word with better understanding and with increased pleas 
ure and profit. A way is also prepared through the en. 
largement of the mind, for the passage of divine truth to the 
heart. And of what incalculable importance the consequen- 
ces may be, not only to the rising generation but to the cause 
of Zion, God. a'one can tell. His hand, it would seem, is 
most conspicuous both in the origin of this method of im 
struction and in its progress. And while we contemplate 
its rapid spread in Europe and America, we are filled with 
adoring wonder! We pause, reflect, and exclaim, “ This 
is the Lorn’s doing,” and it will succeed! The remarka: 
ble changes which have recently taken place in the mor- 
al world, we may cofidently expect, will be followed by 
other and still greater changes, till the Sun of rigteousness 
shall arise on every part of this benighted earth, and pour 
the full beams of millennial light and glory on every ne 
tion and people. Already indeed the desired period seems 
to dawn upon the world; and what mere likely than that 
Sabbath Schools, (these nurseries of evangelical truth and 
piety,) are to be an important mean, in the hands of God, 
of preparing the way for its full and glorious introduction? 
In this very interesting view of the subject, our thoughts 
are naturally turned on that respected class of peeple, of 
both sexes, who have so piously devoted a portion of thei 
tume and talents for the moral improvement: of the risilg 
generation. Few people, it is believed, are rendering 
their country and the church a more important service. 
May they never be weary in this way of well doing. Theit 
reward, we trust, is in Heaven. On earth, they look for § 
vione but that of an approving consciesce, and the ple 
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wre which arises to a benevolent mind from doing good. 
The good seed they have sown will not be lost. ‘Though 
its precious fruits should not, in all instances, be as visible 
in this world as we could wish, they may be in another. 
And it is the part of faith to think and act with referrence 
io that state of perfect manifestation, where every effort of 
pious benevolence will appear in its real importance. 
There it may be seen not only that this and that child, but 
thousands of children, received in the Sabbath School 
those sacred lessons, which God was pleased to bless for 
| their eternal good. And if this may be the case but of 
th one child, how immense the benefit? since a single soul is 
ren. Ae! wore value than a world! especially if this may be the 
ie! happy case of thousands! O then! what rejoicing will 

there be in Heaven among the angels of God? who have 
“in ME Joy at the conversion of even one sinner! What holy ex- 
ultation of redeemed parents and children! What mutual 





” greetings of pious teachers, and those who, through their 

his ME BC2NS, have been spiritually taught! And what glory and 

ka. WE Praise will be given to Gop and the Lams, for ever and 
ever ! 

or- 

" aes 
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7. WE EXTENT OF SABBATH SCHOOL INSTRUCTION. 


a In Great Britain and Ireland more than 5,000,000 of chil- 
ii Me "C0 are said to havereceived the benefiit of Sabbath Schoo! 
d, Instruction within the tast forty years ; and that five hund- 
? fe ved and fifty thousand are now in attendance upon those 
schools, under the direction of sixty thousand teachers. 
fe Ve have at present no data on which to conjecture the 
it @ ''mber of persons receiving the benefit from the schools 
in America, Asia, Africa, Europe, and the islands of the 
great sea. 

No human mind can conceive the effect of that mig!ty 
revolution, in the moral and religious state of mankind, 
which is about to spring out of this grand, yet simple sys- 
‘em.of instruction. The next generation will be a thous- 
and fold more sensible than we can be, of the benefits 
Which are about to flow from it. 
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THE PHILOSOPHER’S SCALES. 


IN the days of yore, as Gothic fable tells, 
When learning dimly gleamed from grated cells, 
When wild astrology’s distorted eye 
Shunned the fair field of true philosophy, 

And wandering thro’ the depths of mental night, 
Sought dark predictions mid the worlds of light;— 


When curious alchymy, with puzzled brow, . @ 
Attempted things that science laughs at new, P 
Losing the useful purpose she consults * 


Tn vain chimeras and unknown results -— 

In those gray times there lived a reverend sage, 
Whose wisdom shed its light on that dark age. 
A monk he was, immured in cloistered walls, 
Where now the ivy’d ruin crumbling falls: 

Twas a profound seclusion that he chose, 

The noisy world disturbed not that repose: 

The flow of murmuring waters dav by day ;— 
And whistling winds, that forced their tardy way 
Thro’ reverend trees, of ages growth, that made 
Around the pile a deep, monastic shace ;— 

The chaunted psalin, or solitary prayer, 

Such were the sounds that broke the silence there. 


* 

























* * * * * 








*T was here when his rites sacerdotal were o’er, 
In the depth of his cel! with its stone covered floor, ® 
Resigning to thought his chimerical bra:n, 

He formed the contrivance we now shall explain : 
Bui whether by magic’s or alchymy’s powers 

We know not, indeed ’tis no business of curs: 
Perhaps it was only by patience and care, 

At last that he brought his invention to bear. 

In youth ’twas projected, but years stole away, 

And ere ’twas complete he was wrinkied and grey ; 
But success is secure unless energy fails, 

And at length he produced The Philosopher’s Scales. 














What were they P—you ask; you shall presently see ; 
These scales were not made to weigh sugar or tea ; 





— 
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0 no ;—for such properties wondrous had they, . 
That qualities, feelings, and thoughts they could weigh: 
Together with articles small or immense, 
From mountains or planets, to atoms of sense : 
Nought was there so bulky, but there it could lay ; 
And nought so etherial but there it would stay ; 
And nought so reluctant but in it must go ; 
All which, some examples more clearly will show. 
The first thing he tried was the head of Voliaire, 
Which retained all the wit that had ever been there ; 
| Asa weight, he threw in the torn scrap of a leaf, 
Containing the prayer of the penitent thief; 
f When the skull rose aloft with so sudden a spell, 
That it bounced like a ball on the roof of the cell. 












One time he put in Alexander the Great, 

With a garment that Dorcas had made, for a weight ; 
And tho’ clad in armour from sandals to crown, 

The hero rose up, and the garment went down. 


A long row of alms-houses, amply endowed 

By a well-esteemed pha:isee, busy and proud, 

Next loaded one scale, while the other was prest 

By these mites the peor widow dropp’d into the chest ; 
Up flew the endowment not weighing an ounce, 

And down, down, the farthing’s worth came with a bounce. 


Again, he perfomed an experiment rare ;— 

A monk, with austerities bleeding and bare 

limbed into his scale, in the other was laid 

The heart of our Howard, now partly decayed ; 

Vhen he found with surprise, that the whole of his brother 
Weigh’d less by some pounds, than this bit of the ether. 


By further experiments, (ao matter how,) 
He found that ten chariots weigh’d less than one plough : 
A sword, with gilt trappings, rose up in the scale 
Though balanced by only a ten-penny nail ; 

A shield and a helmet, a buckler and speer, 
Weizhed less than a widow’s unchrystallized tear. 


rr. 
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A lord and a lady went up at full sail, 

When a bee chauced to light on the opposite scale, 
Ten doctors, ten lawyers, two courtiers, one earl, | 
Ten counsellors’ wigs, full ef powder and curl, 

All heaped in one balance, and swinging from thence, 
Weighed less than a few grains of candour and sense. 

A first-water diamond, with brilliants begirt, 

Than one good potatoe just washed from the dirt; 

Yet, not mountains of silver and gold would suffice,’ 

One pearl to outweigh,....’twas “the pearl of great price,” 


Last of all the whole world was bow/ed in at the grate, 
With the soul ofa beggar to serve for a weight ; 
When the former sprang up with so strong a rebuff, 
That it made a vast rent, and escaped at the roof, 
Whence, ballanced in air, it ascended on high, 

And sailed up aioft....a balloon in the sky : 

While the scale with the soulin, so mightily fell, 

That it jerked the Philosopher out of his cell. 


MORAL. 


Dear reader, if e’er self-deception prevails 

We pray you te try The Philosopher’s Scales : 

But if they are lost in the ruins around, 

Perhaps a good substitute thus may be found ;— 

Let judgment and conscience in circles be cut, 

To which strings of thought may be carefully put ; 
Let these be made even with caution extreme, 

And Impartiali‘y serve for abeam : 

Then bring those good actions which pride over rates, 
And tear up your motives in bits, for the weights. 


Q. Q. 


—_—__-_-- 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Respect to Superiors: A Journey. C: Anecdote of C.E.S: Bym' 
for Sabbath Schools: K: And the Obituary of Alphonzo Brown, have 
_— received, The lufant Preacher will be inserted in the nex 

umber. 
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